
&

&
?

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

c

c

c

c

S

A

T

B

‰≈ rœ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
They used to tell me I was

Solo:

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ ˙
buil -ding a dream,

∑

∑

∑

‰≈ rœ .œ œ œ œ œ œ
and so I fo-llowed the mob.

∑

∑

∑

.˙ Œ

∑

∑

∑

&

&
?

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

S

A

T

B

5

‰≈ rœ .œ œn .œ œ .œ œ
When there was earth to plow or

5

∑
5

∑
5

∑

jœ œ jœ jœ œ jœ
guns to bear, I was

∑

∑

∑

jœ œ jœ .œ œb œn œ œ
3

al-ways there, right on the

∑

∑

∑

.˙ Œ
job.

∑

∑

∑

&
?

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

S

T

B

9

‰≈ rœ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
Theyusedtotellme I was

9

∑
9

∑

œ œ œ œ ˙
buil-ding adream,

∑

∑

‰≈ rœ .œ œ œ œ œ œ
withpeaceandglo-ry a-head.

∑

∑

˙ Jœ œ jœ
Whyshould

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ
I bestan-dingin

∑

∑

wb
line,

∑

∑

Brother Can You Spare a Dime   167ver: 1X w: Y.Harbi
m: J. Gordon
arr: P. Wynne

OK=Pat; call NinoUpte7@yahoo.com for changes



&

&
?

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

S

A

T

B

15

Œ œ œ œ œ
3

just wai - ting for
15

∑
15

∑
15

∑

.˙ Œ
bread?

∑

∑

∑

&

&
?

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

S

A

T

B

17

.œ œ .œ œ jœ .œC m

Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

rail -
to -

road,
wer,17

.œ œ .œ œ jœ .œ
Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

rail -
to -

road,
wer,17

.œ œ .œ œ Jœ
.œ

Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

rail -
to -

road,
wer,17

.œ œ .œ œ Jœ .œ
Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

rail -
to -

road,
wer,

œn œ œb ˙G7 C 7

made
to

it
the

run,
sun,

œ œ œ ˙
made

to
it

the
run,
sun,œ œ œ ˙

made
to

it
the

run,
sun,œ œ œn ˙

made
to

it
the

run,
sun,

œn œ œb œ œ œF Bb7

made
brick

it
and

race
ri -

a -
vet

gainst
and

œ œ œ œ œ œ
made
brick

it
and

race
ri -

a -
vet

gainst
andœ œ œ œ œ œ

made
brick

it
and

race
ri -

a -
vet

gainst
andœ œ œ œ œ œ

made
brick

it
and

race
ri -

a -
vet

gainst
and

w
Eb

time.
lime.

˙ ˙
time.
lime.˙ ˙n
time.
lime.˙ ˙
time.
lime.

&

&
?

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

..

..

..

..

S

A

T

B

21

.œ œ .œ œ jœ .œ
Fm G7

Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

rail -
to -

road,
wer;21

.œ œ .œ œ jœ .œ
Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

to -
rail -

wer;
road,

21 .œ œ .œ œ Jœn .œ

Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

to -
rail -

wer;
road,

21 .œ œ .œ œ Jœ .œ
Once
Once

I
I

built
built

a
a

to -
rail -

wer;
road,

œ œ œ ˙
C m Ab7

now
now

it's
it's

done;
done;

œ œ œ ˙
now
now

it's
it's

done;
done;œ œ œn ˙

now
now

it's
it's

done;
done;œ œ œ ˙

now
now

it's
it's

done;
done;

.œ œ .œn œ jœ œ jœ
Fm G7

broth -
broth -

er
er

can
can

you
you

spare
spare

a
a

dime_?
dime_?

.œ œ .œ œ jœn œ jœ
broth -
broth -

er
er

can
can

you
you

spare
spare

a
a

dime_?
dime_?.œ œ .œ œ Jœn œ Jœ

broth -
broth -

er
er

can
can

you
you

spare
spare

a
a

dime_?
dime_?.œ œ .œ œ Jœ œ Jœ

broth -
broth -

er
er

can
can

you
you

spare
spare

a
a

dime_?
dime_?

˙ ˙n
C m

˙ ˙n
˙ ˙

˙ ˙

2

w
2

w
2w

2w

2



3

SOLO (intro):
They used to tell me I 
was buil-ding a dream,
and so I fo-llowed the mob.
When there was earth to plow
or guns to bear,
I was al-ways there, 
right on the job.

They used to tell me I
was buil-ding a dream,
with peace and glo-ry a-head.
Why should I be 
stan-ding in line,
just wai-ting for bread?

ALL:
Once I built a rail-road, made it run, 
made it race a-gainst time. 
Once I built a rail-road, now it's done; 
broth-er, can you spare a dime?

Once I built a to-wer, to the sun, 
brick and ri-vet and lime.
Once I built a to-wer; now it's done; 
broth-er, can you spare a dime?

B: Once in kha-ki suits, 
TB: gee, we looked swell, 
SA: full of that Yan-kee doo-dle de-dum.
B: Half a mil-lion boots, went 
TB: slog-ging through hell;
SOLO: I was the kid, with the drum.

SOLO: Say, don't you re-mem-ber, 
    you called me Al.
    It was Al, all the time.
    Say, don't you re-mem-ber,
    I'm your pal_!
ALL: Bro-ther, can you spare a dime?
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